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GENERAL CONDITIONS DECLINE 


The very dry situation which existed 
throughout most of the State on August1 
was only partially relieved during the 
month. Moderate showers were received 


in scattered areas during the first week 
of August with fairly heavy rains falling 
in coastal counties and mountain areas, 
Over a very large part of the State, howe 
these rains were not of sufficient 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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PROSPECTIVE FLUE-CURED 
PRODUCTION DECLINES 


Flue-cured tobacco production in North 
Carolina is estimated at 793,375, 900 
pounds as of September 1, This represents 
a small decline from the SpecialgMid=Aug- 
gust estimate of 799,9950dspounds'\and 
is 11,7 percent belef (the 898,090,000 \ 
pounds harves tu $ 85 2s “The 1942-51. 
average prod ton | for: the State S775 ,° 
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GENERAL CONDITION (Cont'd) 


magnitude to bring about any effective 
relief, During the second week of the 
month hurricane ‘‘Barbara’’ struck the 
coastal areas causing heavy rains along 
the coast and generous showers over most 
of the coastal plains area. Elsewhere in 
the State precipitation was negligible. 
During the third week most areas received 
light rainfall, and local showers in many 
areas were sufficient to relieve the sit- 
uation to some extent. Many areas, hows 
ever, continued very dry. Practically no 
rain fell in the State during the last week 
of the month. 


AUGUST, 1953, EGG PRODUCTION 


North Carolina flocks produced a total 
of 105 million eggs during the month of 
August 1953, This is 15 percent above the 
91 million eggs produced during August of 
1952. The total average number of layers 
during August 1953 is placed at 8,068,000 
or 12 percent above the 7,208,000 monthly 
average number of layers during August of 
195 2, 


N. C. PEANUT CROP 
SMALLEST IN 20 YEARS 


The smallest acreage of peanuts for 
picking and threshing in 30 years and the 
smallest production in 20 years is in pro- 
spect. Condition of the growing crop de- 
clined somewhat during August and the 
current September 1 yield prospect is 
placed at 1,250 pounds per acre. This is 
50 pounds below a month earlier and 300 
pounds below the 1952 average yield per 
acre, but is still above the 1,106-pound 
1942-51 average yield. 

The 1953 acreage for picking and 
threshing has been placed at 185,000 - 


or 8 percent below 1952 and 22 percent 


below the 237,000 acres harvested in 1951 
Acreage allotment reductions are primarily 
responsible for the smaller 1953 acreage 
for picking and threshing. Total pro- 


duction is placed at 231,250,000 pounds 


for 1953, only 74 percent of the 311,550 
pounds produced last year. 

Drouth conditions have been less 
severe this summer in the important peanut 
producing areas than in some other areas 
of the State, but peanut areas have exe 
perienced enough drouth conditions to 
prevent full development of a crop which 
looked goood early in the season, 


TOBACCO (Continued) 
291,000 pounds - nearly 68 percent of the 
total United States average for this period. 

The estimated production of Type 11 
tobacco as of September 1, at 246,975,000 
pounds, showed no change from the August 
15 estimate but was 17,5 percent below the 
August 1 estimate and was a fourth less 
than production last year. A yield of 925 
pounds per acre is expected this season, 
the lowest since 1943. 

Production of Type 12 is currently 
set at 430,300,000 pounds - a drop of 
nearly 7,000,000 since the middle of Aug- 
ust. If the present estimate materializes, 
production of Type 12 will be 4,8 percent 
below last year but 8,8 percent above the 
10-year average. An average yield of 
1,300 pounds per acre is in prospect this 
year. , 

Prospective production of Type 13 now 
stands at 116,100,000 pounds. The 1953 
crop as now estimated is only slightly 
larger than the 1952 crop of 115,920,000 
but is 22.4 percent larger than the 10-year 
average. This year’s average yield per 
acre is presently estimated at 1,350 pounds, 

The total National Flue-cured crop is 
currently estimated at 1,225,347,000 
pounds - 10 percent below production in 
1952 but 7 percent above the 10-year 
average. 

Burley production in North Carolina 
was forecast at 19,775,000 pounds as of 
September 1 - unchanged from earlier ree 
ports this season. Last year’s crop weighs 
ed 20,160,000 pounds. The 10-year ave 
erage production for the State is 15,567,000 
pounds. A yield of 1,750 pounds per acre 
is expected this year - a recordhigh but 
the same as 1951, 


| 


3 


AUGUST WEATHER SUMMARY 


The drought which began over prac- 
tically all of North Carolina in July con- 
tinued through August in most of the State. 
About one sixth of the State’s area next 
to the Atlantic coast received torrential 
rains on the 13th and 14th in connection 
with Hurricane Barbara, but in all but a 
few isolated localities elsewhere the total 
rainfall for the month was less than half 
the normal. High pressure lay over the 
eastern United States practically the 
entire month. During the latter--and drier-- 
half of August it was a single stagnant 
high pressure area, which drifted south- 
ward so slowly that its center moved only 
from the Great Lakes to North Carolina 
in two weeks. During all this time dry 
air was being fed into the Middle Atlantic 
area at all levels from the earth’s surface 
up ward. 

Such rain as did fall over North Care 
olina during August (aside from the storm 
rains near the coast) came mostly dur ing 
the first nine days, and in connection 
with a vigorous frontal passage on the 
18th. The earlier showers were also re- 
lated to weather fronts, which, lying be- 
tween high pressure to the north and the 
south moved weakly back and forth over 
North Carolina. : Meanwhile, the hurricane 
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struck the coast on the 13th, bringing on 
that and the following day rains totaling 
up to six inches on the coast, ranging 
down to a mere sprinkle 100 miles inland, 
Following the front of the 1gth, which 
brought rains of from one fourth inch to 
four inches as it crossed the State, a large 
high pressure area drifting down over the 
Great Lakes took control over North Car- 
olina weather for the remainder of August. 
Under these conditions the air became 
drier and drier, and scarcely a drop of 
rain fell after the 20th. The accumulated 
shortage of rainfall for July and August 
exceeded nine inches at some places in 
the northern Piedmont. 

Temperatures during August were most 
of the time seasonable, averaging just 
slightly higher than the normal, or long 
term averages forthe month. It was com 
paratively hot during the first and last 
weeks and for a three-day period mide 
when the mercury occasionally 
reached the 100 mark at some places.Sep- 
arating these three hot periods wére two 
cooler periods, when highest daytime 
temperatures remained mostly in the 80’s, 
and early morning readings dropped into 
the fifties as far east as the interior 
Coastal Plain. 
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SHORT HAY CROP IN PROSPECT 


Current all hay average yield is fore- 
cast at .93 ton per acre - lowest since 
1937. The 1953 acreage for harvest is 
currently forecast at 1,207,000 acres. With 
lespedeza and some other late hays suf- 
fering severely from drought, this full 
acreage may not be harvested since some 
hay crops will not attain sufficient height 
and also where farmers are grazing les- 
pedeza and meadows due to a shortage of 
pasture grasses. Should the acreage fore- 
cast of 1,207,000 acres be realized, a crop 
of 1,128,000 tons would be obtained. ‘This 
Production is 207,000 tons below the 
July 1,1953 prospective crop and the 
shortest crop since 1941, The 1,128,000 
tons forecast for 1953, if realized, will 
be 15 percent below the 1,325,000 tons 
produced in 1952 and 12 percent below 
the 1942-51 average crop of 1,280,000 
tons. 


CORN PRODUCTION DOWN 


Corn crop prospects declined still 
further during the hot, dry month of August, 
Early planted fields were largely past 
drought damage on August ist when the 
yield forecast was placed at 27.0 bushels 
per acre. Late fields have suffered from 
dry soils in nearly all sections of the 
State, while some areas have been too 
dry for either early or late plantings to 
produce satisfactorily, . 

The current Sept.ist forecast is placed 
at 58,380,000 bushels, or 1,101,000 bushels 
lower than a month earlier and 16,522,000 
bushels below the July 1, 1953 forecast. 
This production forecast is based upon a 
Current prospective yield of 26,5 bushels 
per acre on 2,203,C00 acres. 
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PECAN CROP GOOD 


Pecan production in North Carolina 
is estimated at 2,812,000 pounds, This 
iS 266,000 pounds more than last year’s 
2,546,000 lb. crop, and 522,000 pounds 
above the 10-year average of 2,290,000 
pounds, 
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GRAIN SORGHUM PROSPECTS 
DECLINE 


The condition of grain Sorghum, as of 
September 1, indicates that a crop of 
1,600,000 bushels will be harvested this 
season, compared to the August 1 prose 
pects of 1,728,000 bushels. If the present 
forecast materializes it will be the large- 
st crop of record for the State, comparing 
with 1,161,000 bushels last year and 
390,000 bushels for the 1942*51 average, 
The record production would be a result 
of increased acreage, not record yields, 

An average yield of 25.0 bushels per 
acre iS expected this season compared 
with an average of 27.0 bushels last year 
and the 194251 average yield of 26.4 
bushels per acre, 


SOYBEAN YIELD AND PRODUCTION 


BELOW LAST YEAR 


Based on growers’ September 1 reports, 
soybean production in North Carolina is 
currently estimated at 3,885,000 bushels - 
a 19 percent decline from last year’s pro- 
duction. If realized, this production will 
be the lowest since 1948, but will be 
451,000 bushels above the 1942-1951 
average production. 

The 1953 yield is currently estimated 
at 15 bu. per acre = 1,5 bu. below the 
record high yields of 1951 and 1952. 
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SWEETPOTATO PROSPECTS 
DECLINE 


Prospects for the North Carolina sweet- 
potato crop were reduced during August 
due to the continued dry weather and above 
normal temperatures in many sections of 
the State. Current estimates place pro- 
duction at 4,050,000 bushels == 10 percent 
below the August 1 estimte. 

The September 1 yield estimate of 90 
bushels per acre is down 10 bushels from 
the previous month’s estimate and come 
pares with 100 bushels per acre produced 
in 1952, 


SEPTEMBER 1, COTTON REPORT 


Cotton production in North Carolina is 
estimated at 460,000 bales of 500 pounds 
gross weight. This is the same as the 
August 1 forecast and compares with 569- 
000 bales harvested last year and the 
WO-year (1942-51) average production 
of 522,000 bales. : A crop of 460,000 bales 
would be 19.2 percent less than last year 
and 11.9 percent below the 10-year av- 
erage production. | 

The condition of the crop is reported 
at 70 percent of normal as of September 
bE The 1942*51 average condition on 
September 1 is 76 percent of normal. 

Total acreage for harvest is now es- 
timated at 762,000 acres -- 17,000 acres 
more than was harvested in 1952, 

Lint yield per acre is now estimated 
at 290 pounds. This compares with 366 
pounds last year and the 194 2°51 average 
yield of 345 pounds. Yields for the cur= 
rent year have been lowered by prolonged 
hot-dry weather and heavy weevil infest- 
ation. Red spider infestation has also 
been heavy in some localities. 

The U. S, Cotton crop is estimated at 
15,159,000 bales (500 pounds gross wei- 
ght), This is slightly more (0,2%) than 
the 15,136,000 bales harvested last year 
but 24 percent above the 10-year average. 
Production prospects are below last year 
in all states except South CarolinaGeorgia, 


Alabama, Mississippi, Oklahoma and 
Texas. For details of the revort, by 
States, (See table or page 8) 


RECORD HIGH AUGUST 
MILK PRODUCTION 


Milk production on North Carolina 
farms totaled 162 million pounds during 
the month of August. This was a new re- 
cord high production for the month of Aus 
gust and was 7 percent above the 151 mil- 
lion pounds produced during the same per- 
iod a year ago, but was 2 percent below 
July production of 165 million pounds. 

The decrease in total production from 


July was due partly to the decrease in pase 
ture conditions. Pastures generally af- 
forded very little green feed during August 
resulting in rather extensive winter feed- 
ing practices, especially in the major milk- 
producing areas of the Piedmont section. 


FRUIT PROSPECTS 
BELOW LAST YEAR 


Fruit prospects on September 1, with 
the exception of pears and grapes, were 
somewhat below the previous month’s es- 
timate. Drouth conditions during the 
month cut prospective apple yields and 
late peach yields to some extent but did 
not materially affect the other fruit crops. 
The State’s commercial Peach crop has 
been harvested and growers reported a 
favorable marketing season. The Apple 
crop has been cut considerably by freeze 
damage, reducing the number set, and 
drouth damage, causing the fruit to mature 
at slightly smaller than normal size. Howe 
ever, growers are reporting good marketing 
conditions and _ very favorable prices. 

The September 1 forecast places North 
Carolina Peach production at 1,180,000 
bushels - a decrease of 28 percent from 
the 1952 crop of 1,648,000 bushels and 
32 percent below the, 10-year average of 
1,731,000 bushels. 

Apple production for 1953 is currently 
estimated at 873,000 bushels - a decline 
of 7.5 percent from the August 1 estimate 
If realized, this production will be 57 
percent below last year’s recordshigh pro- 
duction of 2,053,000 bushels and 18 per- 
cent below the 10-year average production 
of 1,067,000 bushels. . 

The Pear crop is now estimated at 
147,000 bushels + unchanged from the 
August 1 estimate. This compares with a 
production of 172,000 bushels in 1952 and 
a 10-year average production of 179,000 
bushels, . 

The prospective Grape production for 
the State on September 1 showed no change 
from the August 1 estimate. Production 
is now estimated at 2,600 tons - 100 tons 
below last year’s production and 1,240 
tons below the 10-year average production 
of 3,840 tons. | 


FARM REPORT 


Compiled by authority of the 
UN! TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
S. R. Newell, Assistant Chief 
and published by the 
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Division of Statistics 
L.Y. Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture 


Released semi-monthly through the 
Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
Renry L. Rasor, Statistician in Charge 
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COTTON CONDITION, ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 
PRODUCTION, SEPTEMBER 1, 1953, ALL STATES 


Acreage 


Sept. 1 Condition Lint Yield per Acre 


1952 
Crop 


10 


13 
[12,215 | 15, 136__| 


306. 6 


(000) Bales 


1/ Preliminary. _2/ Allowances made for interstate movement of seed cotton for 


pinning. 


Production (500# Bales) 2/ 


